Mary Ruth Monahan
May 5, 1938 - April 13, 2020

Mary Ruth Dougherty Monahan, 81, formerly of Mountain Top and recently of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, passed away quietly after a brief illness on Monday, April
13th.
Born in Wilkes-Barre, she was the daughter of the late Anthony Cornelius Dougherty and
Jean Mary (Burridge) Dougherty.
Mrs. Monahan attended Holy Savior Elementary School, St. Mary’s High School, and
Mercy Nursing School. After earning her B.S. in nursing from College Misericordia, she
began her nursing career working for the Veterans Administration Hospital in Manhattan,
New York. Returning to Wilkes-Barre, Mary worked at Davis Nursing Home in Mountain
Top and then was Director of Nursing for Valley Crest Nursing Home. After that, she
returned to the Veterans Administration Hospital in Wilkes-Barre, becoming head nurse of
the Intensive Critical Care Unit. Mary was certified as a CCRN and retired from the VA
Hospital after more than twenty-five years of service.
After the birth of her twin daughters, Mrs. Monahan became active in the Mountain Top
community. She served as President of Mountain Top’s Women’s Club, was an active
member of St. Jude’s Parish, assisted with her daughters’ Girl Scout troop, and enjoyed
playing golf at Hollenback Golf Course. Another enjoyment in life for Mary was playing
pinochle as a forty-year member of the Green Onions Pinochle group.
Upon retirement, Mary moved to Philadelphia in 2008 to be near and assist in the care of
her two grandchildren. She became an active member of St. Patrick’s Parish and
continued to volunteer her services as a nurse at her grandchildren’s elementary school,
Independence Charter School.
Mrs. Monahan, with her daughters, was an integral part of the formation and evolution of
the Emerald Isle Step Dancers. The Group, formed in 1980, was committed to preserving
and promoting their heritage through Irish step dancing. Although her daughters were the

Directors, Mary was the heart and soul; functioning as the Manager, occasional referee,
and sounding board for young parents for over twenty years. The Group proudly continues
forty years later under the tutelage of one of their original students, a true testament to the
strong foundation laid down by both sisters and their mother.
Mary was a loving and devoted mother, sister, aunt, grandmother and friend.
Her brother, Anthony C. Dougherty, Jr., preceded her in death.
Mary will be greatly missed by her twin daughters, Margaret and her husband Gary Frantz
of Flower Mound, Texas, and Maureen and her husband John E. Eagen of Philadelphia;
her grandchildren, who were her pride & joy, John E. Eagen Jr. and Mary Grace Eagen;
her sister-in-law, Pauline Dougherty; nieces, Mary Theresa McDowell, Polly Welsh, and
Jean Sam; nephews, Tony and Steven Dougherty. She enjoyed an extended family that
included sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, cousins and many friends.
Mary’s family is grateful for the compassionate care extended over the last few months by
the staff of Rosewood Gardens in Broomall.
Honoring her life’s work in the medical profession, and given the complicated times in
which we live, a private burial is planned. A Celebration of Life with a Catholic Mass will be
scheduled when the “fog” lifts.
Memories and condolences may be shared with Mary’s family at www.celebrateherlife.co
m

Cemetery Details
Saint Mary's Cemetery
1594 South Main Street
Hanover Township, PA 18706
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Maureen and Maggie, Tori and I are so sorry to see your mom passed. What a
woman she was. I can still see her sitting behind the desk at the Parrish St dance
studio keeping everyone and everything in check. Thinking of you all. Wishing
you wonderful memories, and Peace.
Fondly, Holly & Victoria Nealon
Holly Nealon - April 16, 2020 at 09:24 AM

VK

Maggie, Maureen, and family, I am so sorry to hear about your Mom. It was really
great seeing her at Lee/Jean's house during Christmas. May the memories of
better days comfort you during this time and the days ahead. God Bless and may
she rest in peace.
Love,
Vaughn
Vaughn Koter - April 16, 2020 at 07:37 AM

LK

Maureen & Maggie, John, Gary, Jack and Grace We are so very sorry to hear of Mary’s passing. We shared so many wonderful
memories with you all and Mimi. Happy hours and holidays filled with laughs and
warm conversations - and some G&T’s. Sage wisdom and always her Irish spirit,
wit and laugh. Sending love and prayers of comfort and peace at this tender time,
Laura, Mark, Beck, Quinn & Reese
Laura Keane - April 15, 2020 at 12:00 AM

LM

Maggie, Maureen, and family,
We were so sorry to hear of your loss. Mary was a fun person to be around, and
we wish we could have spent more time with her. We are so glad we had the
opportunity to meet her as she was so proud and devoted to her "girls." May God
comfort you and keep you in His care. Always remember that Mary will be with
you in spirit. And you will be in our prayers.
Linda and Lilly Mesics
Linda Mesics - April 14, 2020 at 09:00 PM
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Maureen, Maggie and families,
I am so sorry to hear of your moms passing. Reading her obit sounds like she lived a
fulfilling life and not surprising at all. I remember your mom when I was a boy (you two
were toddlers) She was beautiful, striking, we would come as a crew, a big crew when
all the cousins were there. Your mom made all of us feel so welcome, so special. I
know how you guys must feel and I wish I had words to sooth.
With deepest condolences,
Your cousin Ray
ray jennings - April 15, 2020 at 10:23 AM
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Maureen and family, I’m so sorry for your loss. I enjoyed our conversations. You
mom was one of the kindest soft spoken women I had the pleasure of meeting.
Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers. Sincerest Condolences
Love
Pat Pagliaccetti
Pat Pagliaccetti - April 14, 2020 at 07:31 PM
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Margaret. and. Maureen
My heart goes out to you with this great loss of your mother.
Although I had few times to be in her presence, her smile was infectious and her joy
for living also.
my most sincere sympathy
Teresa Monahan Marcus Rockwell
m teresa rockwell - April 15, 2020 at 11:48 AM

BT

Dear Maureen and John, John Jr., and Mary Grace, Margaret and Gary Frantz.
Please accept our sincere condolences upon the passing of your dear mother, Mary
Ruth. Mary was always very proud of her twin daughters and grandchildren.
I remember her as a fellow student nurse at our dear Mercy Hospital several years
ago. Mary continued on to attain a very distinctive nursing career.
We wish you peace and assure you of our prayers at this very difficult time.
Affectionately,
Bill & Mary Ellen Thornton
Bill & Mary Thornton - April 15, 2020 at 06:32 PM
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Maureen, Maggie and families,
I'm so sorry to learn about your mother's passing. It was always a pleasure visiting with
her. She spoke so fondly of her family and was very proud of everyone. We enjoyed
sharing nursing stories. What a lovely woman! Wishing you peace and comfort during
this difficult time.
Sharon Custer, RN - AgeWise Solutions
Sharon Custer - April 20, 2020 at 04:32 PM

Maureen & Maggie & family,
I am so sorry to learn of your mom's passing. Mary Dougherty Monahan was an
amazing lady! Not only was she a proud and devoted mother, sister, grandmother and
more, she was so full of life! I so enjoyed the time I was fortunate enough to talk with
her during our Emerald Isle Step Dancers days. She was always able to "tell it like it is"
with a charming smile and a bit of Irish wit. I know how very much she loved her family
and I can only imagine how heavy your hearts must be now. Please know that Frank,
Sara, Lael & I are all thinking of you & will remember your dear mom in our prayers.
Fondly,
Molly McLaughlin Hoegen & family
Molly McLaughlin Hoegen - April 20, 2020 at 10:41 PM

