Joseph John Burns
February 21, 1942 - September 3, 2021

Joseph John Burns, 79, of Wilkes-Barre, adored husband, father and “Poppy”, was
surrounded by his family as he passed into eternal life on September 3, 2021.
Joseph was born in “North End” Wilkes-Barre on Thompson Street to the late Thomas and
Dorothy Ann (Dugan) Burns, Joseph attended St. John parochial school and graduated
from St. Mary’s High School. As a young man, Joseph had many vocational interests and
choices, but nothing captured his attention as much as the love of his life, JoAnn Abend
Burns, whom he married and remained a devoted spouse for 57 years.
Joseph proudly served as a Wilkes-Barre City Councilman during the Agnes flood and
was especially proud of his work to create and implement innovative housing for Wyoming
Valley flood victims. He had an intense pride for and dedication to his home of WilkesBarre. He especially treasured spending time with loved ones at the family’s restaurant,
Hottle’s Seafood.
Joseph had an unbridled entrepreneurial spirit and was self employed for the majority of
his life but what he counted among his greatest achievements were the successes of their
children and grandchildren.
Joe was a lover of the spoken and written word, he had the heart of a poet and the
intellect of a philosopher. He instilled in his children a love of justice, education and the
Catholic faith. Joseph was a patriot and lived by the motto “Faith, Family, Freedom”. To
know Joe was to be part of a captive audience, as he loved, in the Irish tradition, to story
tell and bend an ear with wit and witticisms. Troubles rolled quickly off his back and
laughter easily from his tongue. Joe was a fierce ally to all who called him friend. He was a
natural leader who bowed only to God and feared nothing in this life, except his wife.
Joseph was preceded in death by his beloved siblings, Dorothy Burns McLaughlin, Fr.
Thomas Burns, SCJ, Neil Burns, John Burns, Joan Ann Burns Calore; and brothers-in-law,
Francis Eick, Robert Calore and William McLaughlin.

Surviving are his dearest wife, JoAnn (Abend) Burns; children, JoAnn Burns Platko,
Coleen Burns, Sharon Burns Mouallem, Joseph Burns Jr., Renee Burns and Kathleen
Burns Szafran; sons-in-law, George Platko and David Mouallem; grandchildren, Michael
Burns, Amanda Platko Lavan and spouse Ross Lavan, Alyssa Platko, Christian Szafran,
Rachel Platko, Lauren Szafran, Collin Burns, Alec Szafran, Jack Trybulski and Rory
Mouallem; Sisters: Carol Ann Burns Eick and Marie Ann Burns Mitchell; sister-in-law,
Geraldine Burns; brother-in-law, Kevin Mitchell; and numerous, cherished nieces and
nephews.
Celebration of Joseph’s Life begins Tuesday with visitation from 4 to 7 PM at
McLaughlin’s, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre and continues there on
Wednesday with gathering at 9 AM followed by a Funeral Mass at 10 AM in the Church of
Saint Patrick. Interment will be in Saint Mary’s Cemetery.
Joseph’s family extends a special thank you to all the doctors and nurses who assisted in
his recent care, especially his son-in-law, Dr. David Mouallem.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to: Sister Servants of the Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus, 866 Cambria St., Cresson, PA 16630, of which his dear niece, Sister Mary
Joseph is local Superior.
Share memories and condolences with Joseph’s family at http://www.mjmclaughlin.com
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Comments

“

My deepest condolences on the loss of your father. My dad Robert Emmert used to
share fond memories from his childhood of growing up with Joe and what a great guy
he was.

Dianne Cohen - November 05, 2021 at 06:02 PM

“

JOE simply was CLASS ACT. Always a BIG " Hey Ned ! " when he saw ME & the
thousands of Friends he had. God Bless his Beautiful FAMILY. RIP my Friend. You'll
be missed.

Ned Evans - September 18, 2021 at 01:29 PM

“

JOE WAS A GREAT GUY, SORRY TO HEAR OF HIS PASSING. WE SHARED MANY A
LAUGH OVER SOME
OF THE SITUATIONS WE GOT IN & OUT OF WHEN WE
WERE YOUNGER. I'M SURE ,HE'LL BE TELLING SOME
GREAT STORIES IN HEAVEN.
RIP MY GOOD BUDDY.YOU & JO ANN RAISED A GREAT
FAMILY.
JOE muskey - October 04, 2021 at 09:41 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy for the loss of your father. May his soul rest in peace.
Andrea and Joe

Andrea Hill - September 13, 2021 at 08:53 AM

“

Dear Joann & family
Please accept our sincere condolences on this terrible loss. We always enjoyed your
company , wit & wisdom when you visited the Hot Dog Stand through the years. We
will keep you all in our hearts and prayers through this difficult times.

Roberta Torony - September 07, 2021 at 03:24 PM

“

Please accept our sincere condolences for the loss of this iconic gentleman. What a
loss for all that knew him fir even a moment!
Mary Elle and Carl Konetski

Mary Ellen ans Carl Konetski - September 07, 2021 at 11:17 AM

“

Dear Joe and Family,
I am very sorry for the loss of your father....my prayers and thoughts are with you at
this difficult time.

Carrie Scavone Flannery - September 07, 2021 at 10:17 AM

“

Joann and family,
We send our prayers and sympathies for the loss of Mr. Burns. He may be gone from
your sight but will always be in your hearts. May all the memories you have made as
a family sustain you at this difficult time and always.
Nick and Barbara Volpetti

Nicholas & Barbara Volpetti - September 06, 2021 at 07:05 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the entire family. Mr. Burns was a great friend to my mom
and dad and so kind to our family after John was killed. He is so often brought up
whenever we reminisce about our childhood. Prayers to all
Ro(Flynn) Price and entire Flynn family

Rosemary Price - September 06, 2021 at 04:28 PM

“

Joann I am so sorry for the loss of Joe your best friend. we had great memories of
you n Joe at Pocono Downs. Prayers be with you.

Mabel Jones - September 06, 2021 at 03:59 PM

“

JoAnn, I am so sorry to hear of Joe's passing. I have fond memories of Hazle St
when I was younger and lived a few doors down from you across from the Smith
Company. I am sure Joe is at peace now and he will be watching over you from
above. Take care of yourself. God Bless. Patricia Podehl

Patricia Podehl - September 06, 2021 at 09:28 AM

“

Joann, I am sorry to read about the passing of your husband.
Call me 618 971 8179. I am in Mascoutah IL, by St Louis MO. Theresa Schuetz
Widman

Theresa Widman - September 05, 2021 at 08:56 PM

“

I really don’t think I have the correct words for this but I’m sure going to try.
Mr Burns, you have been so much more than a second father to me. I am so very
blessed to have had you in my life for 41 years. I have truly laughed and loved more
simply because you’ve been in my life. You always managed to be a friend and a
father to me. All while making me laugh.
We sure gave you a hard time growing up but you never made us feel like we did.
“Joe!!” was so often heard when Mrs Burns was scolding you for laughing off some of
the stuff we pulled. Hahaha you really gave her a hard time with that too.
I have so many fond memories of you, Mr Burns. One of my favorites was the robo
bar at the Taj Mahal in AC. Hahahaha !! How Katie and I didn’t get killed for that will
forever remain on of life’s greatest mysteries. Removing (or attempting to remove)
that splinter from my foot hahaha Thank you , Dr Burns. I honestly don’t remember if
it was you or Mrs Burns who got that out .
I could truly go on and on. Mr Burns thank you. Thank you for giving me the very best
friend I could ever ask for. Thank you for teaching me so much about life and horse
racing. But most of all thank you for loving me like I was one of your 6. I will miss you
forever.

Mary Long - September 05, 2021 at 08:13 PM

“

As long as I can remember, Joe has been apart of our life. I fondly recall and told him
in recent years, that I loved his visits to Uncle Mike’s shop and that as a kid, he was
the first person who I ever saw eat Chinese food. … the little moments that make a
lifetime.
My love and prayers are with you Joann, Joann, Sharon, Renee, Colleen, Joey, and
Katie.

Amy Wiedlich - September 05, 2021 at 06:28 PM

“

For over a half century Joe was part of the Calore family. The only consolation in
saying goodbye, for now, is that he passed on a first Friday of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, and whose funeral Mass will be on the Nativity of our holy Mother Mary. My
deepest condolences are to dear JoAnn, the children, the grandchildren, and the
siblings.

Christopher Calore - September 05, 2021 at 05:21 PM

“

Our hearts are heavy with the passing of our dear friend Joe. Our deepest sympathy
to JoAnn, their children, sisters Carol Ann, Ree and many friends.
Rest In Peace Joe until we meet again
Mary Pat and Paul Wiedlich

Mary Pat Wiedlich - September 05, 2021 at 05:04 PM

