Dr. James S. McKeown
January 23, 1945 - September 13, 2021

James S. McKeown, Doc, 76, of the East End section of Wilkes-Barre died Monday,
September 13, 2021.
Born January 23, 1945 in Wilkes-Barre he was the son of the late James P. and Mary
McDonough McKeown.
A graduate of Coughlin High School, Jim continued his education, earning a BA from
King's College, MA from Duquesne University, and Ph.D. in History from Penn State
University.
Dr. McKeown started his 52-year teaching career at Central Catholic High School,
remaining there through its transition to Bishop O'Reilly High School, then moving to Holy
Redeemer High School before retiring last year.
Jim was a longtime member of the Parish of Holy Saviour and it successor, the Parish of
Saint Andre Bessette, and Our Lady of Czestochowa Assembly, Fourth Degree, Knights of
Columbus Assumpta Council 1928 in Luzerne.
His wife, Linda Schilling McKeown, preceded him in death on January 11, 2007.
His son, Sean and his wife Stephanie Boback; a sister-in-law, Rebecca Mullen; nieces,
Denise and Sandra; other family and friends will miss him very much.
Celebration of Doc's Life begins Thursday, September 16th with visitation from 5 to 8 PM
at McLaughlin's, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre and continues there on
Friday, September 17th with gathering at noon followed by a Funeral Mass at 1 PM in the
Church of the Parish of Saint Andre Bessette. Burial will be in Saint Mary's Cemetery.
To truly honor Doc's memory we suggest that you encourage someone to register to vote.

Share memories and condolences with Doc's family at www.mjmclaughlin.com

Cemetery Details
Saint Mary's Cemetery
1594 South Main Street
Hanover Township, PA 18706

Previous Events
Visitation
SEP 16. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)
McLaughlin's
142 South Washington Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Gathering
SEP 17. 12:00 PM (ET)
McLaughlin's
142 South Washington Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Funeral Mass
SEP 17. 1:00 PM (ET)
Church of Saint Stanislaus Kostka
670 North Main Street
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702

Tribute Wall

AT

Doc was one of my teachers at O’Reilly in 1983. He loves his profession and
taught a with passion. He also had a very dry sense of humor which his students
enjoyed. He was one of a kind…
Ann Marie Tarapchak - September 21, 2021 at 09:12 AM

MB

A fun loving teacher with a passion for history and making his students smile. RIP

Maddison Black - September 18, 2021 at 09:29 AM

JZ

Doc was one of my favorite teachers at Bishop O’Reilly and one that I often
reference in my own professional life in education.
He was a genuinely wonderful human who had an authentic love of learning and
teaching. He also had the respect and trust of his students. Doc attended our
sporting events, dance marathons, field trips, and supported us in numerous
ways outside of the classroom.
Doc was fun, yet dry. Witty, yet serious. So smart, yet humble. He inspired me
and so many others during our time with him and I will be forever grateful for the
discovery in psychology that he sparked in me as a young adult.
Thank you, Doc.
Jill Zeruth - September 17, 2021 at 07:05 PM

JT

One of the best teachers I ever had.
John Tobias - September 17, 2021 at 02:01 PM

JP

Mr. McKeown was a great teacher ,great guy, my condolences to the family. He
gave his life to his students. I had him at Central Catholic 69-70. We met years
later on the strike line at Hoban. I was honored to see such commitment all those
years. Great Man!!!!
JOE PADAVAN - September 16, 2021 at 07:11 PM

PH

I would like to express my heartfelt condolences to Doc's family. I had the distinct
honor to work with him at Bishop O'Reilly High School and Holy Redeemer High
School. He was a unique individual who left indelible marks on the people he
taught throughout the years. My two daughters were very fortunate to have had
him when they were students at Bishop O'Reilly. Rest in Peace, Dr. McKeown!
Patti Harvilla
Patti Harvilla - September 16, 2021 at 03:38 PM

BF

I will always remember trudging up the 3 flights of stairs to his class room for
almost 4 years in high school. Doc fueled my love of history, my idealism of
government, and my compulsion to check the stock market. Thanks Doc! You will
be missed.
Becky Finch-Rose - September 16, 2021 at 12:50 PM

BK

As a former student and colleague of Doc, I would like to extend my sincere
condolences to the entire family!
Bob Krehely
Bob Krehely - September 15, 2021 at 09:26 PM

CM

Rest in Peace, Doc. I was a member of the class of 1971 at Central Catholic HS
in Kingston. You were my Psychology and Sociology teacher.
I went on to earn my BA in Psychology from Wilkes. Thank you for everything.
Carol Polocko Montgomery - September 15, 2021 at 07:45 PM

JW

Doc was one of the best teachers I had at O’Reilly and Penn State! I was amazed
at how much information he would recite in his lectures without looking at notes.
Amazing scholar. I remember his famous Bacon Dance, star drawing contest, and
Phil Zimbardo videos. You influenced many, Doc.
Jennifer Welby - September 15, 2021 at 06:19 PM

MV

My all time favorite memory (there are so many I could share) is hearing Doc sing
sweetly to Miss Daisy, he didn't think I heard him.
Martina Vergalito - September 15, 2021 at 06:04 PM

CL

Doc was a gentleman and a scholar in every sense, in addition to being
generous. We became good friends over the years and I will so miss our talks.
Chad Lojewski - September 15, 2021 at 01:32 PM

TR

When I think of Doc McKeown I think of the Wyoming Valley painter, George
Catlin. Like Catlin he sought to open the eyes of others to the beauty of the
Native Americas. He taught us about the injustice of people pushed from their
lands by Europeans.
He taught us about the Slovak immigrant and priest, Jozef Murgaš. Whose
inventions helped develop new radio technology and cared for his clergy of
Slovakians (mine included) who called Wilkes-Barre home.
He taught us poor planning of ours parts did not constitute an emergency on his
and if we didn't study, heads may roll.
It's been over 20 years since I sat in his classroom but the lessons he taught me
have stuck. Because of him I will always have a soft spot for a man in a tweed
jacket with corduroy elbow patches. I will always keep my eyes open to the
beauty of other cultures. I will stay grounded in my beliefs while we may be the
greatest nation we have much to learn from the faults in our past.
RIP Doc. You had a life well lived. Thank you for sharing your lessons with us.
Trish Kristan Ricker - September 15, 2021 at 01:25 PM

NA

Doc was an all time great. Condolences to the family. Rest in peace, Doc.
Nicholas Alapack - September 15, 2021 at 12:54 PM

LI

Doc was loved by every life that he touched.
He was an excellent teacher and was the first to instill in me a love of history and
politics.
Lisa - September 15, 2021 at 12:12 PM

SA

I was saddened to hear Dr. McKeown's passing. I enjoyed helping him each
semester he taught at Penn State Wilkes-Barre. He will be missed.
Stephanie Andaloro - September 15, 2021 at 12:00 PM

MM

I will miss one of my best friends. Rest In Peace, Doc.
maripat makalusky - September 15, 2021 at 08:35 AM

AE

He was a great teacher at bishop O'reilly high school and be truelly missed
Amy evans - September 15, 2021 at 10:33 AM

CC

I enjoyed working with Dr. McKeown at Penn State Wilkes-Barre. He will be missed.
Caroline Chronowski - September 15, 2021 at 11:48 AM

JW

What a sad loss of an absolutely wonderful human being. He managed to be so
positive and helpful and also so grounded in the realities of this life. He kept moving
things on no matter what was popping up. I loved our conversations about history and
many other things, and his enormous help in trying to keep the local History Day
competition continuing on the campus. He'd remind me sometimes when I was starting
to sound like a mathematician in handling matters, and he was always right. I am very
sorry for the loss to his family and friends. He was a great credit to the Irish! I will miss
him.
Janis Winter - September 15, 2021 at 01:38 PM

CS

I was sad to see this. Doc McKeown was one of my favorite teachers at BOR. I was so
glad that my kids were able to have him as a teacher as well. He knew his stuff. He
helped me become prepared for college.
Chris Seybert - September 15, 2021 at 05:42 PM

LJ

Doc will be truly missed. He touched the lives of so many, children and adults alike. He
was a brilliant man, filled with so much wisdom that he enjoyed sharing with others.
Doc could have gone anywhere, but chose to dedicate his life to molding young minds.
He was an excellent teacher and wonderful human being. I am thankful for having had
the opportunity to meet him and getting to know him. Rest In Peace, Doc.
Linda Jenkins - September 18, 2021 at 09:02 PM

CC

Doc was truly an inspiration to me and my fellow students. I was honored to be in his
first class at CCHS after he graduated from King's College. I gained my interest in
History and World Affairs from him.
My sympathy to his son and their family members. Charlie Chase
Charlie Chase - September 19, 2021 at 09:38 AM

